
 
 
 

Writing for Publication 
 “Whatever your field, turning your research into publications 

is a vital academic enterprise. Academic careers are built on 
the foundation of regular and substantial publication. Making 
publication a habit from the commencement of your research 
degree is a good idea, especially if you think you want to 
pursue an academic career. 

 More importantly, debate and discussion in a field takes place 
largely through publications. New ideas, questions, methods 
and practices emerge from the dissemination of research. 
Scholarly quality and academic standards are also maintained 
through the 'review' or 'refereeing' process, which is an 
integral part of academic publishing. 

 In short, to develop as a researcher or to create a research 
profile for yourself as an academic, you need to subject your 
research ideas to the testing and scrutiny of your peers and 
experts in your field.” 
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Step 1: Choose your topic well 

What makes a good topic?  
 Relevance to today’s practice in your field  
 Immediacy (important/interesting/happening now) 
 Impact (it will change what they do)   
 Teaching value (there is a knowledge gap)  
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Think about…   

 What’s current?   
 What’s challenging?   
 What’s changing?  
 What’s puzzling?   
 What’s controversial?   
 What’s hot? 
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Tip for success 

 Your article should be useful, 
interesting, or enjoyable to read. � It 
needs to be only one of the three. If 
it is none of the three, no one will 
want to read it. 
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Step 2: Research your target publication 

 Look at recent issues of the journal you want to write for.  
 Notice the types of articles that appear.  
 Don’t just skim—read some of the articles, especially if you 

aren’t a regular reader of the publication. 
 Try to write your article so it fits the parameters of what that 

journal typically publishes. 
 Notice the tone and style.  
 Read the author guidelines: The guidelines usually describe 

the types of articles the publication wants, what the 
requirements are, and how to prepare a manuscript. 
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Step 3: Understand the writing process 

 Choose a topic and develop a schedule   
 Do your research   
 Organize your information  
 Write a rough draft  
 Let it sit  
 Revise and finalize  
 Proofread 
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Step 4: Avoid plagiarism 
You are plagiarizing if you fail to give credit 
whenever you use  

 another person’s idea, opinion, or theory;  
 any facts, statistics, or other pieces of information 

that are not common knowledge;  
 quotations of another person’s actual words; and  
 paraphrases of another person’s words 

 

Citation Resources for APA and MLA Citation 
Styles: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
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Step 5: Follow the author guidelines when 
you prepare your manuscript  

Or…. If the manuscript is already 
written, revise it to comply with the 
submission guidelines before you send 
it to the editor. 
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Step 6: Understand how to navigate the peer 
review process  

Do’s and don’ts:  
You do NOT have to make every change 
reviewers have suggested.  
 Do make the changes that are reasonable and 
consistent with your purpose in writing the 
article.  
Do explain to the editor any changes you have 
chosen not to make. 
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Final Steps 
 Be prepared to revise. 
 Expect your manuscript to change 

during editing. 
 Be a responsive and responsible 

author. 
 Work with the editor as effectively as 

possible. 
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Example:  The Journal of Academic Librarianship 

 Check the Guide for Authors 
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/the-
journal-of-academic-librarianship 
 

 A published article in this journal: 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/a
rticle/pii/S0099133316301756 
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